
3D COPYING AND MANUFACTURING 

HAS COME TO MAINE 

November 15, 2013 

By Editor: 

The seminar at USM on the 1st was filled with amazing facts and possibilities for the coming 

change in manufacturing.  As the presenter from IDEXX said during the round table their first 

$40,000 machine was snuck through the budget but it was such a huge success the next $160,000 

one was welcomed by senior management.  The LANCO presenter told how their team of 

engineers had designed upgraded parts for their 3D machine and then had the machine “make its 

own new parts”. 

 

Terry Wohlers, projected by 2020 95% of all money spent on products and services related to 

additive manufacturing will be on parts for final products, not prototyping…recent growth trends 

support that, in 2003 it was less than 4%...last year it was 28.3%.  Years ago Terry wrote THE 

book on 3D copying and production.  It sold for $600.00 per, and it was said to be worth every 

dollar. 

 

In a few years G.E. will spend more on 3D technology internally than all the rest of the other 

companies combined.  What does G.E. know that the rest of us haven’t heard about yet?  Could 

it be making high stress, high temperature resistant parts, and in complex geometry that 

previously had to be made in multiple parts and assembled, with powdered titanium in 3D 

machines that run 24/7? 

 

How does any of this even remotely apply to Falmouth?  At the seminar was John Kralijc, one of 

the Science Technology Engineering and Math (STEM) leaders in the Falmouth School System.  

We’ll get back to John in a moment.  Below you can see a sample of a 3D process that uses 

paper (biodegradable) and a proprietary glue (water based) and 20,000 lbs. of pressure to 

produce perfect spheres that appear as you peel off the unneeded paper surrounding the spheres.  

Having one of these machines will be like having a photocopier in your office in 1969.  Suddenly 

everything needed to be copied.  Now we have machines sitting next to us in our Falmouth 

homes that copy, print, and scan docs into our computers, that we take for granted, imagine that 

in 1969. 

 

Now back to John, our STEM leader in Falmouth, it seems we have one of these older 3D 

printers in the school, and now it needs to be updated with a newer model.  So John is trying to 

raise $60,000 by getting donors to cough up some cash, so our students will have the equipment 

they need to participate in this century’s technology.  According to school dept. staff interviewed 

on Nov. 12th at 10:45, the copies of grant applications filed by school personnel are not kept at 

the Supt.’s office.  We were told the teachers keep the docs at their homes.  Clearly a lack of 

understanding of the benefit of central office management control of documents involving 



raising $60,000 for school equipment for the Falmouth School System.  The Sept. 3rd FTM 

article shows how the Falmouth School Board spent $37,750 on paving with a no bid contract on 

Supt. Powers' parking lot for no apparent reason.  Too bad that money wasn’t used to buy the 

$60,000 machine that we need for our students, so John wouldn’t have to go around hat in hand 

hoping to get a donation.  Perhaps the Board should have bought the machine for the students 

and let Barbara Powers file a grant application to repave her perfectly good parking lot.  We 

waste a load of money on asphalt and John and the STEM program goes a begging, brilliant, 

Chairman Kinley, simply brilliant. 

 

 


